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CO-OP NEWS

Winter
hours in
effect

We hope you plan to attend the annual meeting to be held the evening of
Wednesday, March 27th. This will be the cooperative’s 83rd annual meeting, and it
will be held at the Rendezvous Center in Torrington. Registration starts at 4:30 pm
and dinner will be served at 6:00 pm.
Our scheduled guest speaker will be presenting during dinner. The business meeting will start promptly after his presentation.
This year our guest speaker will be Ty Stockton, host of The Great Outdoors radio
program, which airs statewide on the Cowboy State News Network. Ty will keep us
entertained by speaking about the joys of rural living.
In addition to the financial and annual reports, we will be announcing the 2019
scholarship recipients of the Basin Electric Power Cooperative Scholarship, Tri-State
G&T Scholarships, and the Wyrulec Company Scholastic and Trade Scholarships. We
hope to see you there!

Annual meeting guest speaker
Ty Stockton grew up a stone’s throw from the Wind River near Riverton, where he
spent his formative years exploring and experiencing nature. His adventures
along the Wind with his dog and the regular trips into the backcountry with his
dad instilled an appreciation for the natural world that has never dimmed.
He began his working life as a sports copy editor at the Wyoming Tribune-Eagle,
but soon had the opportunity to serve as the Outdoors Editor at that newspaper.
He spent four years getting paid to hunt, fish, kayak, windsurf, ski and do
anything else related to the outdoors — provided he could string together a
compelling story about each of those outings.
He and his wife Amy have two sons, and when the second was on the way, Ty
needed to find a more lucrative career. He moved over to the Wyoming Game
—————— n Continued next page
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and Fish Department, where he was the
Associate Editor of Wyoming Wildlife.
His adventures continued, and he worked to
hone his storytelling ability. He had been
forced to learn to use a camera at the
newspaper, and at the Game and Fish, he
improved his photography skills under the
tutelage of some of Wyoming’s best nature
photographers.
He began producing a daily radio show for
the Cowboy State News Network as a “side
hustle,” and he insists the radio show is the
best outlet for his photography. “They look
better on the radio than they do in any other
medium,” he says.
Others were more appreciative of Ty’s
photography, though. After he had left the
Wyoming Game and Fish to work at Laramie
County Community College for nearly a
decade, he became the North Dakota Game
and Fish Department’s staff photographer.
He wintered in Bismarck — from November
2017 through May 2018 — and enjoyed
every moment of lugging his camera gear
through snow and across ice, and struggling
to keep his camera from freezing up in 40degrees-below-zero temperatures. The call
of Wyoming was strong though — and real
estate prices in Bismarck were too high — so
he returned to Cheyenne and now works at
the Wyoming Department of Workforce
Services.
He and Amy help their oldest son, Colby,
with Colby’s dream of building a cattle
breeding program, and their youngest son,
Logan, with his burgeoning chicken
ranching operation. In their spare time, they
enjoy getting out to Wyoming’s wilder
places, where Ty annoys the entire family by
trying to capture every photographic
opportunity he (usually mistakenly) thinks he
sees.

CO-OP NEWS

Irrigation Services and Upgrades
If you are planning to
install a new pivot or
upgrade an existing
motor associated with
your irrigation service,
please remember to
contact us.
We offer several
rebates on new
motors that could
lower the cost of your
installation.
We also want to make
sure if you are upgrading
a service and adding additional load that we
have the right infrastructure in place to service that load.
Please see the chart below that outlines the
rebates available to our members. In addition to the $8/hp from Tri-State, Wyrulec will
add an additional $1/hp on top of that.
If you bring your receipts in to us, we will do
all the work for you associated with applying
for your rebate.
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Irrigation Motor Program: Rebate of
$8/ hp, plus an additional $1.50/hp
wiring assistance if the motor is a new
installation or replaces a fossil-fueled
engine.
✺ Motor sizes 10 to 500 hp
✺ Operating at minimum of 15% load
factor or 3 months per year
✺ Rebate applies to the installation of
new units (not re-wound or moved
from another location) that are purchased or leased
✺ There are minimum efficiency standards required
Variable Speed Drive Retrofit: * Jane
Fritzler * Incentives are on a sliding scale
from $1,600 to $6800, based on the
motor horsepower.
✺ Motors from 25hp and up
✺ Program includes irrigation, farm,
commercial and industrial uses
✺ Only for retrofits to existing installations, no new or maintenance
replacements
✺ Cap of 50% of the VSD equipment
costs
✺ Per project cap of $20,000 in rebates
3

New Staff
This year we added two
new staff members to
our Wyrulec team.
Darlene Brunkhardt was
hired as our Staff
Accountant; she has
been training with Karl
Unverzagt, and will take
over the accounting
duties when Karl retires
in June.
Hayden Fleming joined
our operations crew as a
groundsman, and will
move into the apprenticeship program this
spring to begin training
to be a journeyman lineman.
We’re happy to welcome
them both to our team!

Darlene Brunkhardt
Staff Accountant

Hayden Fleming
Groundsman
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